UNIVERSITIES: VOCABULARY

grade - a letter or number that shows the quality of a student's work
get/gain/obtain a grade

to  opt - to make a choice or decision from a range of possibilities
to opt for: 
After recent setbacks in the market, most people are now opting for low-risk investments.

opt to do something: 
married couples opting to be taxed as two single persons
pecking order - the order of power or importance within a group of people or animals
elite - 
a small group of people who have a lot of advantages and keep the most power and influence
the elites of wealth and power
political/legal/social elite
redbrick - British relating to universities built in the late 19th or early 20th centuries
tuition - 
money that you pay to take lessons, especially at a college, university, or private school
grant - an amount of money that the government or an organization gives you for a specific purpose and does not ask you to pay back. Money that you have to pay back is called a loan
loan - an amount of money that a person, business, or country borrows, especially from a bank
an interest-free loan
to pay off/repay a loan: 
How soon do you have to pay off the loan?

to obtain/arrange/take out a loan: 
Jim took out a loan to pay for his car.

viable - able to be done, or worth doing
The present system is simply no longer viable.

commercially/economically/financially viable (=capable of producing a profit): 
Hospitals plan to stop services that are not financially viable.

to embark on or embark upon - 
to start a new project or activity, usually one that will be difficult and will take time
After leaving college, Lucy embarked on an acting career.

to devote to - to spend a lot of time or effort doing something
He's devoted most of his time to his painting.

to devote yourself to something: 
Few people are able to devote themselves fully to their career.

feature (n) - an important part or aspect of something
Each room has its own distinctive features.

get/come to grips with something
to start to deal with a problem, situation, or job that you have to do
So far we have failed to come to grips with the magnitude of this problem.

prospective - likely to be or become a particular thing
a prospective client/employee/candidate
varied - including a wide range of things or people
The choir has a varied programme of concerts throughout the year.

to forge - 
to develop a successful relationship, especially in business or politics, with another country, organization, or person
The company wanted to forge alliances with other motor manufacturers.

to forge links: 
During the 1970s, the US forged trade links with China.

to queue up - to wait for something in a queue. The usual American word is to line up
freight - goods that are carried by vehicles
a rail network equipped to carry both passengers and freight
